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as an alternative (" The degradation of the whole
race of Hindu women lies in the very possibility for
any one of them of the life which aftemple girl must
live"); (11) That Hindu wedding ceremonies- are
unspeakably gross; (12) That the Hindu widow lives
a life of such misery and insult that burning to death
may well have seemed, preferable; (13) That the
Hindu widow is almost always immoral. To which
in like manner fiie following replies may be made :

(1)  That the observer must have been incom-
petent indeed.   There are few great relationships in
human life like" that between a Hindu man and his
mother.   Hindus cannot even excuse Hamlet for re-
proaching Gertrude.   " But she was his mother they
exclaim, when all is said.   And this little fact is
very significant.

(2)  That the incompetence of the observer is evi-
dent once more.   It is clear that illiteracy is the form
of ignorance referred to.   It is not true that women
are deliberately kept so; but if they were, is their
knowledge of house-keeping and cooking of no value?
Is their trained common sense worthless?   Can a
woman even be called illiterate when it is merely *
true that she cannot read and write, though at the
same time she is saturated with the literary culture
of the great Epics and Puranas? It is interesting to
note that the best-managed estate^ in Bengal, are in
the hands of widows.    Lawyers invariably respect